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To the Editor: 

I have been a subscriber to the 
Evangel since 1929 and have en- 
joyed its contents all down 
through the years, but I must 
say that never before has it 
been such a blessing and in- 
spiration to me as it has been 
during the past four or five 
years. I really enjoy the Evangel 
very much, especially the edito- 
rials, which are very educational 
and uplifting. 

W. G. LIGHTE 
Ashland, Ky. 


To the Editor: 


Someone has said, “Don’t do 
as I do, but do as I say do.” 
That has a lot of truth in it 
whether spoken audibly or not. 
Many persons say many things, 
but their lives speak so loudly, 
we can’t hear their words well. 

I want to thank you for the 
fine editorial in the February 17 
Evangel on “Spiritual Life,” 
which emphasizes the Bible 
formula for Christian life. One 
thing we need, especially we 
Church of God people today, is 
old-time sincerity, practicing 
what we preach if we are to 
save ourselves and others for 
God. 

If we are really hid with Christ 
in God we need to seek more 
after things above, rather than 
so much of this world with all 
its amusements and lusts; these 
bring about chaffy living, com- 
placency and ultimate destruc- 
tion, for they are all vanity and 
will pass away. If we live in 
the Spirit, let us also walk in the 
Spirit. We cannot serve two 
masters. I believe God wants our 
all; therefore, it is not so much 
what we say we are that will 
count, but what we really are in 
Christ when He comes for His 
own. If He is our example, and 
He surely is, then we must, if we 
are to gain heaven, lay aside all 
those things that are contrary 
to God’s will and seek after 
those virtues which were given 
and so beautifully illustrated by 
our Lord Jesus. 

May the Lord continue to bless 
you as such articles are pub- 
lished, for they serve as a warn- 
ing to the careless unbeliever 
and a blessing to the believer. 

HARRY HARPER 
Cleveland, Tenn. 
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To the Editor: 


For some time I have enjoyed 
reading the Evangel so much 
that I felt I should write and 
tell you so. 

All the Evangels have been 
good, but the issue of March 10 
stands out to me. The articles 
“Spreading the Flame” and ‘‘Pio- 
neers for Christ Exploit New Ter- 
ritory” were timely and very in- 
formative. 

I think the article by Brother 
Phillips, “Evangelism Through 
was 
ordained of God and should be 
read and reread by every minis- 
ter of the Church of God. 

Lord, grant us more ministers 
who are willing to lose a few - 
members and gain a new congre- 
gation for God and the Church. 

REV. HARRY R. HENDERSON 
Winchester, Ky. 


To the Editor: 


I have just finished reading 
the article in the March 17 issue 
called “Moses—An Example” by 
Paul L. Walker. I want to thank 
the author for this article which 
has been of the greatest inspira- 
tion to my soul. 

Keep up the good work. 

REV. G. J. SCOTTI 
Sacramento, Calif. 


To the Editor: 


I have been a constant sub- 
scriber and reader of the Church 
of God Evangel since I became 
a@ member of the Church more 
than 25 years ago. 


For some time I have felt that 
I should write and tell you how 
much I enjoy reading it, especial- 
ly your editorials. They have been 
just wonderful; the fine sermons 
have been inspirational as well 
as informative. The article by 
the Reverend J. David Pitts was 
certainly outstanding; it was a 
challenge to all of us. In my 
opinion, when we ministers be- 
come more revival-conscious and 
the lay members become more 
deeply burdened so that we are 
willing to do what it takes to 
have revivals, we shall witness 
greater revivals in our churches 
and see more souls saved. 

When we ministers are sold 
on the Evangel we shall have less 
trouble raising our Evangel 
quotas and more people will be 
blessed by having the privilege 
of reading our Church publica- 
tion. 

REV. D. L. BARRETT 
Kimberly, Ala. 
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many things that happen to us, we customarily 

refer to them as accidents, or chances. All of us 
have had many fortunate accidents occur to us, but we 
would be astonished to realize how often such occur- 
rences are no accidents at all, but the orderly func- 
tion of a providential plan. Many of us consider our- 
selves frequent victims of unfortunate accidents, and 
would likewise be astonished to know how often these 
unpleasant experiences are providentially planned. It 
is not wishful thinking to suppose that God has a very 
personal interest in all our affairs. He does care, and 
we have His promise that “all things work together 
for good to them that love God, to them who are the 
called according to his purpose,” (Romans 8:28). 

On a windy spring day sometime ago a young 
mother was burning papers at the scrap pile in her 
backyard while her small son played on the green 
grass. On the clothesline and fresh grass were spread 
rugs and bed covers for sunning. Just as the young 
mother started back into the house she heard a cry 
from her young son and turned to see him running 
toward her with his clothing fiercely aflame. She 
quickly whisked a blanket from the line and around 
the frightened child; the fire was instantly smothered 
and the child escaped without injury and with only a 
little singed hair. Now some think that it just hap- 
pened that the mother was so near and the blanket 
so convenient at the precise moment it was needed. 
Still others think that it was no chance at all, but 
that it was providentially arranged in order to save 
the child from death or serious injury. What do you 
think? 

We can know beyond any doubt that there are 
numerous occasions when our heavenly Father works 
in ways that seem accidental, or simply by chance. 
An accident is defined as “an event that takes place 
without one’s foresight or expectation,” and a chance 
is defined as “something that befalls as the result 
of unknown or unconsidered forces.” Providence may 
on occasion closely resemble accident, but it is certain- 
ly not. When that unfortunate mishap occurred to 
you it may be that you were the victim of an acci- 
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Editor’s 
Message 


dent, but it may equally be that you experienced an 
ordered event that will play only a small part in a 
much larger plan for your good. When you enjoyed 
that fortunate experience sometime ago you may have 
considered yourself lucky, but in reality you may 
have been blessed. 





RECORDED IN THE scriptures are numer- 
ous incidents that let us know how ridiculous it is to 
suppose that all things are chance or accidental. It 
must be granted that accidents often do occur, things 
that are hard to attribute to any plan or known 
source. Still, many times, or perhaps, most times, we 
would find that in Christian lives, if we could only 
know the whole story, or see the whole pattern, that 
things we call accidents are not so at all. Once upon 
a time, a group of men were in desperate need of 
money with which to pay their taxes. One of the men 
was deeply disturbed about his lack of money, but 
had no way in which to secure it, and while he 
worried so about what was to be done, he went fishing. 
It so happened that the first fish he caught had 
lodged in its mouth a piece of money of sufficient 
size to pay the taxes that were due. Do you suppose 
this man considered himself lucky? He did not. Do 
you think it was an accident that this strange thing 
happened? Well, we might believe that it was merely 
an accident if we did not know that the man who 
fished was the Apostle Peter and that Jesus had told 
him to go fishing and that the first fish he caught 
would have in his mouth this piece of money (Mat- 
thew 17:27). The incident had all the appearances of 
a chance, but we know that it was a providential plan. 


Still another time, a great leader was in need of 
some animal on which to ride as he entered a great 
city. This man’s helpers went into the city before him 
in search of an animal he could use. They “just 
happened” to find a donkey that ‘was suitable for 
their leader to ride. Fortunately the owner of the 
beast was perfectly willing for his animal to be used, 
and everything worked out perfectly well. You may 
think that this was a-fortunate accident, but actually 

(Continued on page 10) 








thou return.” Ever since these words were 

spoken by the Creator, forever binding un- 
regenerate man’s body to the earth from which it 
was taken, there has been an inherent desire of the 
soul of man to reach upward to a higher sphere of 
existence. As tripartite man realizes that his body is 
destined to dust, it intensifies his desire for im- 
mortality. How do we know but that the eternal God 
let it happen this way to intensify man’s desire for 
fellowship with God, the source of life, and thus, by 
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this testing, prove who is worthy of eternal life? This 
innate desire in man is given by God to lead man to 
the path which leads to immortality. The capacity of 
the soul of man is infinite, if only he would follow 
the leadership of God’s spirit. But alas! the enemy of 
God and man has succeeded in smothering this in- 
stinct in the majority of men by causing them to 
give vent to the desires of the flesh and the pride of 
life. Some have tried to ascend above this mortal 
sphere of existence by self-will and in defiance of God. 

Satan, because of his wisdom and beauty, proposed 
within himself to ascend above his God-ordained 
sphere of existence. He said, “I will ascend into heav- 
en,” (Isaiah 14:13). Because of this, God cast him out 
of heaven, and will cast him down to the sides of 
the pit. 

After Satan’s fall, the human race was created 
and placed in the Garden of Eden. Here, Satan in- 
jected into Eve the desire to eat the forbidden fruit 
and thus to gain wisdom and to lift herself out of 
her God-ordained sphere of existence. Here, God 
judged this spirit of Eve as He did Satan before her. 
If Adam and Eve had stood the test, we have no way 
of knowing but that God would have eventually 
lifted them to this high plane of existence that they 
aspired to because of their obedience. The Scriptures 
declare that God will freely give us all things. The 
Scriptures also declare that man’s effort is not 
crowned unless he strives lawfully. Eve tried to gain 
this plane of existence in the same spirit of self- 
will and rebellion that caused Satan to fall. God has 
this heavenly existence reserved for the obedient and 
those who are submissive to His will. 

When this constant rebellion against God brought 
the race to destruction by means of the flood, God 
spared just eight persons as seed to replenish the 
earth. Soon afterward, as the race began to increase, 
the innate desire in man to break the bonds that 
bind him to this planet showed itself in the attempt 
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By George L. Britt 


Greer, South Carolina 
































to build the Tower of Babel. One of the primary 
reasons for building the Tower of Babel was that it 
might reach unto heaven (Genesis 11:4). Here, the 
unregenerated race yielded to the spark of im- 
mortality in them which beckoned them toward a 


higher phase of existence. They were still trying to’ 


reach above their God-ordained estate to a higher 
plan by arrogant self-will and even insult to God. 
They spurned all spiritual means of reaching a 
higher plane of existence. God never changes, so He 
saw this expression of defiance and self-will in the 
same light as He saw Satan’s original sin and also 
Eve’s. He confused their tongues, and the nations 
with their different languages originated here. Their 
desire to reach heaven was an inherent God-given 
instinct. The crime was in trying in self-will and 
defiance of God. 

Now, in this latter half of the twentieth century, 
we find the minds of men the world over pre- 
occupied with the effort to ascend into God’s heaven 
of the planets. Man is more defiant, self-willed, and 
arrogant than ever, as we find him occupied with the 
effort of trying to leave this earth by his own power 
and ingenuity. 

As King David, on still, clear nights during his 
shepherd days, gazed at the heavens embellished by 


the Milky Way and the bright jewels of the night 
called stars, he beheld the footprints of an Om- 
nipotent Creator written in the sky. In later years 
he said, “The heavens declare the glory of God; and 
the firmament sheweth His handywork. Day unto 
day uttereth speech, and night unto night sheweth 
knowledge,” Psalm 19:1, 2. “Bless the Lord, O my soul: 
and all that is within me, bless his holy name,” 
Psalm 103:1. It is not so with men today. After 
studying the movements of the solar system for 
thousands of years, men learned that the revolving 
and rotating movements of the planets and satellites 
of the solar system are governed by an immutable 
law of mathematics combined with a perfect balance 
between two opposing forces. By a perfect balance 
between the force of gravity, which pulls an object 
in space towards a greater mass, and centrifugal 
force, created by a revolving object, which thrusts 
outward, God caused the solar system to gyrate. By 
this wonderful wisdom exhibited by an Omniscient 
Intelligence, thousands of years before 1492, Job was 
able to declare that God hung the earth on nothing 
(Job 26:7). 


Now that man, after thousands of years of study, 
has grasped the mathematical intricacies governing 
the solar system and is able to predict an eclipse 
in advance, what’ does he do? Does he, like David, 
glorify the God which created the solar system? Does 
he cry for cleansing and the joy of God’s salvation 
(Psalm 51:12)? No! In his arrogance,:he thrusts out 
his chest and brags about his wisdom. He even 
mimics God, and by the knowledge of God’s laws 
that govern the solar system he places a little speck 
of metal in an orbit. He not only says, like his 
predecessors on the plains of Shinar, that he may 
reach unto heaven: he arrogantly declares that he 
will reach God’s planetary heaven, and step from 
planet to planet at his own discretion. 

In this self-willed boasting, man makes no effort 
at pleasing God and submitting to God’s plan for 
interplanetary travel, but continues his downward 
plunge into depravity and sin’s orgies. In all the 
history of the human race, there have only been two 
men in their natural bodies who have enjoyed the 
mystic wonders of interplanetary travel; namely, 
Enoch and Elijah. Paul took a heavenly trip, but he 
did not know if he were in the body or out of the 
body. Enoch and Elijah were godly men and were 
transported through the heavens by God’s power. 

God has given an immutable promise of inter- 
planetary travel to His Spirit-filled people. “For the 
Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump 
of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: then 
we which are alive and remain shall be caught up 
together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord 
in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord,” 
1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17. 


In the past a created cherub, Lucifer, in self-will 
said, “I will ascend into heaven.” This act introduced 


sin into the universe, and God slapped down this 
(Continued on page 9) 








the humble beginning of the Church of God 
in 1886. 

The first congregation was composed of dissident 
Baptists and Methodists in the mountain country of 
east Tennessee and western North Carolina. This con- 
gregation of eight members was headed by two Bap- 
tist preachers, father and son, Richard G. Spurling, 
Senior and Junior. 

For the first ten years of its existence, the single 
congregation made little progress. It was of the holi- 
ness tradition, and in sharp dissention with the spir- 
itual laxity of the established churches of the South- 
east. Ten years were spent in study of the Scriptures 
and evangelistic effort. The fruit of their separation 
and obedience came in a wonderful way in the sum- 
mer of 1896. 

A revival was conducted that summer in Shearer 
schoolhouse in Murphy County, North Carolina, un- 
der the guidance of such leaders as the junior 
Spurling, W. F. Bryant, Milton McNabb, and Joseph 
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“The Clurch of God 


Sy Chates W. Conn 


Tipton, and hundreds of souls were won to Christ 
and a life of holiness. Then something strange hap- 
pened—or it was strange in that day. Many received 
the baptism of the Holy Ghost, speaking in unknown 
languages as had the disciples on the Day of Pen- 
tecost. The leaders searched the Scriptures in an ef- 
fort to identify the marvelous blessing that was falling 
from heaven. Approximately a hundred persons re- 
ceived the experience during that revival. Outstanding 
healings also took place. Literally thousands swarmed 
to the little mountain schoolhouse to witness this 
strange thing that was happening. 

With the impetus of this spiritual outpouring the 
young Church began a fairly rapid growth—amid some 
of the worst persecution ever suffered by the Pente- 
costal movement. 

It would be ten years before the Azusa Street out- 
pouring in Los Angeles would dramatically focus the 
attention of the world upon this spiritual blessing, so 
these mountain claimants and heralds of the Holy 
Ghost baptism were hated, feared and harassed on 
every side. Homes were burned, springs and wells 
polluted, churches dynamited, members shot, whipped 
and imprisoned. Still the Church grew. 

Four congregations existed in January 1906. At that 
time the groups, one in North Carolina, one in Georgia, 
and two in Tennessee, came together for a “general 
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assembly.” This was the modest beginning of the 
massive General Assemblies to follow in later years. 
At this meeting the structure of a united Church of 
God with a strongly centralized form of government 
was outlined. 

In 1909 a general moderator was chosen to super- 
vise the growing churches, which then numbered more 
than a score. Now called general overseer, this office 
has been filled by the following men successively: 
A. J. Tomlinson (1909-1923); F. J. Lee (1923-1928); 
S. W. Latimer (1928-1935); J. H. Walker (1935-1944); 
John C. Jernigan (1944-1948); H. L. Chesser (1948- 
1952); Zeno C. Tharp (1952-1956); and Houston R. 
Morehead since 1956. 

During its early years, the Church of God had 
great enthusiasm for foreign missions, but was not 
financially able to sponsor this work. The first mis- 
sionary was sent out in 1910—R. M. Evans to the Ba- 
hama Islands. The Church was still largely confined 
to the. southeastern United States. As it gained 
strength in the homeland, more and more mission- 
aries were sent out to foreign fields. Today the church 
operates missions in nearly sixty foreign lands around 
the world. 

The publishing program of the Church also began 
in 1910, with the publication of The Church of God 
Evangel. The weekly paper has been published con- 


























tinually since that time. In 1917, the Church estab- 
lished a printing plant of its own in order to print 
Pentecostal Sunday School literature and other 
church periodicals. 

Today a mammoth plant, which cost over $1,000,000 
to construct and equip, is operated in Cleveland, Ten- 
nessee. 

The first Church of God Bible Training School was 
organized in 1918. The beginning of this school was 
small but significant. Today the school, known as Lee 
College, occupies a beautiful campus in Cleveland, 
Tennessee, and has a college of liberal arts, a Bible 
college, and a high school. It confers the Bachelor 
of Arts degree in both Bible and liberal arts. Regional 
Bible schools are operated in Minot, North Dakota; 
Estevan, Saskatchewan, and Fresno, California. 

Other departments of the Church were added as its 
growth accelerated through the years. An orphanage 
was founded in 1920, and today there are homes in 
Sevierville, Tennessee; Kannapolis, North Carolina, 
and Gaffney, South Carolina. One of the most vigorous 
of all departments is that of Sunday School and 
Youth. Every two years mass congresses are conducted 
across the country for Sunday School and youth work- 
ers. This is only one of the various training programs 
of the department. 

While the growth of the Church of God has at no 
time been phenomenal, it has been consistent and 
abiding. Beginning with eight members in 1886, the 
Church now has 278,753. In 1951, the Church of God 
effected an amaigamation with the Full Gospel Church 
in South Africa. Its horizons have been broadened by 
participation in various interdenominational associa- 
tions and fellowships within the past two decades. 

The General Assembly, which was instituted in 1906, 
is the highest body in the Church of God. Until 1946 
it was an annual gathering, but since that time it 
has convened biennially. The attendance at the mod- 
ern Assemblies approximates 10,000 delegates. Preced- 
ing each Assembly there is a council of ordained 
ministers which makes recommendations to the As- 
sembly on matters of polity and doctrine. 


An Executive Committee is elected at each Assembly. 
This committee is headed by the general overseer, 
who is now Houston R. Morehead; assistant general 
overseers, at present, James A. Cross and Earl P. 
Paulk; and general secretary-treasurer, now H. D. 
Williams. Assisting the Executive Committee between 
the General Assemblies are twelve councilors, who 
are also elected biennially. The present council is made 
up of L. H. Aultman, H. L. Chesser, Charles W. Conn, 
E. M. Ellis (recently deceased), Ray H. Hughes, W. E. 
Johnson, J. T. Roberts, A. M. Phillips, James L. Slay, 
J. Frank Spivey, Zeno C. Tharp, Ralph E. Williams. 
The Executive Committee with the twelve compose 
the Supreme Council, which is the highest body of 
the Church between Assemblies. 

Heads of the various departments of the Church 
are as follows: National Sunday School and Youth 
Director, O. W. Polen; Editor-in-Chief, Charles W. 
Conn; Executive Missions Secretary, Paul H. Walker; 

(Continued on page 10) 


Putting First 
Things First 


By Ruby Tarrance 


Bremen, Kentucky 


age, to put secondary things first. 

A very real reason taught me this truth one 
morning- as I was sitting at my typewriter striving to 
get my story off in the mail. It was during one of 
those spring rainy seasons which are so disastrous to 
farmers. 

My garden and what little crop we had succeeded 
in getting in the ground were smothered with crab 
grass. If we lost our crop I wondered how we were 
going to pay our bills. 

Vacation Bible School was scheduled to start the 
following Monday. I had promised to help, but I de- 
cided that I would just have to stay at home and 
clean out the garden and help my husband scrape 
the crab grass out of the crop. After all, there was 
just one time of year to make a crop. God expected 
us to pay our bills, didn’t He? 

Sitting there absorbed in thought my mind flitted 
back a few weeks. I remembered I had been caught up 
in a mad rush of spring cleaning. Feeling the need to 
write for Him and the guilt of procrastination I had 
prayed for more time to write. 

Suddenly it dawned upon me that this rainy 
season was the answer to my prayer. I asked myself, 
“What do I have to stew and fret about? My prayers 
are being answered.” I knew that God was watching 
over me. 

Needless to say, I made my decision that if the 
sun shined or it rained I was going to Vacation 
Church School. I knew that the souls of my son and 
my neighbor’s children were far more important than 
our crop. 

When fall came and God blessed us with such a 
bountiful harvest, these words of God came to me with 
new meaning. “But rather seek ye the kingdom of 
God; and all these things shall be added unto you” 
(Luke 12:31). 

Is there a lesson there for you, too? Are you letting 
the materialistic things of this world bind you spirit- 
ually? Remember that Paul said, “And be not con- 
formed to this world: but be ye transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is 
that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God” 
(Romans 12:2). 

All about us we see the sad evidence of lives which 
are choked with the cares of this world—unhappy— 
winning no one for Christ. 

Let us. start putting first things first in our lives 
today. 


en TEMPTED we are, in this materialistic 




















HE GENERAL COUNCIL of the Assemblies of 

God had its beginning in a revival of apostolic 

teaching and power which swept around the 
world in the early twentieth century. Following this 
spiritual movement many churches and missions 
found a common interest in their Pentecostal 
emphasis. 

For the most part, there was in the beginning of 
the Pentecostal movement a widespread opposition 
to any. form of organization. However, it soon be- 
came evident that some form of organization was 
imperative for the establishment of doctrinal and 
moral standards and the providing of more effective 
methods to promote home and foreign missionary 
work. Because of this need, a group of Pentecostal 
ministers decided to issue a call for a General 
Council, patterned after the council described in 
Acts 15. 

This call appeared in an independent Pentecostal 
paper known as “Word and Witness,” published by 
the Reverend E. N. Bell at Malvern, Arkansas. In 
response to this call, about three hundred ministers 
and delegates from all parts of the country as- 
sembled in Hot Springs, Arkansas, April 2-12, 1914. 

A constitutional declaration was made based on the 
principles of voluntary unity and cooperation in 
religious effort and guaranteeing the rights of sov- 
ereignty to each local affiliated church. Definite 
principles of cooperative fellowship for ministers and 
churches were also set forth. The organization was 
incorporated as The General Council of the As- 
semblies of God. 

Prior to the organization of the Assemblies of God 
there were at least two other organized bodies of 
Pentecostal people with headquarters in the south- 
eastern states, both of which have continued to 
develop through the years. 

The origin of the Assemblies of God cannot be 
credited to any one man, as many became a part of 
the movement who had participated in Pentecostal 
outpourings which took place almost simultaneously 
in widely separated places. However, the nucleus of 
the Assemblies of God was, for the most part, the 
original Apostolic Faith movement of which Charles 
F, Parham had been the leader. It was in his school, 
Bethel Bible College, Topeka, Kansas, that the Holy 
Spirit was outpoured in January, 1901. The influence 
of this revival spread throughout Kansas, Oklahoma, 
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The Assemblies of God 


By Curtis W. Ringness 
Assistant General Secretary, Assemblies of God 


Arkansas, Missouri and Texas. Another group de- 
veloping in Mississippi, Tennessee, and Florida also 
had a definite part in the founding of the As- 
semblies of God. 

The first officers of the Assemblies of God were 
Endorus N. Bell, Chairman and J. Roswell Flower, 
Secretary, and an Executive Presbytery of twelve 
members. 

It was at the fourth General Council in the fall of 
1916 in St. Louis, Missouri, that the Statement of 
Fundamental Truths was adopted. This had an im- 
mediate effect, as many churches asked for and 
received official recognition. By 1917 there were 517 
ordained ministers and 56 foreign missionaries in the 
fellowship of the Assemblies of God. There has been 
a steady growth each year since then, making a total 
as of January 1, 1957, of 7,916 Assemblies of God 
churches in the United States with an enrolled mem- 
bership of 470,361. There are 8,774 ordained ministers 
and 5,277 licensed ministers besides exhorters and 
Christian workers. There are 878,080 persons enrolled 
in Assemblies of God Sunday Schools. 

From its inception, the Assemblies of God have been 
intensely missionary minded. Some Pentecostal mis- 
sionaries were laboring in foreign lands prior to the 
constitutional convention of 1914, working largely 
independent of any church organization. Later many 
of these missionaries were received into the fellow- 
ship of the Assemblies of God and the General 
Council became responsible for their support. By the 
year 1918, there were 91 affiliated foreign mission- 
aries and their support had grown to $29,630.51 for 
the year. Today, there are 765 missionaries under 
appointment serving in 69 different countries of the 
world. In addition, there are 7,640 national ministers 
and 58 foreign Bible schools. The annual budget for 
foreign missions alone approximates three million 
dollars and headquarters’ receipts for world missions, 
which includes home and foreign missions, totals 
more than four million dollars annually. Foreign 
membership, based on converts, now numbers 465,784. 

The official organ of the Assemblies of God is 
the thirty-two page weekly, The Pentecostal Evangel. 
In 1914, two independent Pentecostal papers were 
absorbed by the new fellowship, Word and Witness, 
a monthly edited by E. N. Bell of Malvern, Arkansas, 
and The Christian Evangel, edited by J. Roswell 
Flower of Plainfield, Indiana. The two papers were 








continued for some months. Soon the publishing 
interests were concentrated in The Christian Evangel 
and the name was changed to The Pentecostal 
Evangel, which now has a circulation of 160,000 
weekly. 

In 1918 the headquarters’ offices and publishing 
plant were moved from St. Louis, Missouri, to Spring- 
field, Missouri. With the increase of publications 
and the growth of the church it became necessary 
to enlarge the plant on five different occasions. A 
new printing plant was built in 1948, providing 100,000 
square feet of floor space. The old building was re- 


tained for the administrative offices of the depart- 


ments of the church. Over 1,300 tons of literature 
are printed annually. Dated literature totals 
103,030,000 pieces and the combined circulation of 
periodicals per issue is well over the two million 
mark. 

The work of the Assemblies of God in the United 
States is divided into forty-three districts, largely 
following state border lines. These districts are of- 
ficered by a superintendent, secretary, treasurer and 
presbytery chosen by the membership of each district. 
These officers are entrusted with the full responsi- 
bility of ordaining and licensing ministers and the 
extension of the fellowship through home missions 
effort. The district superintendent with two ministers 
elected by the constituency of each district con- 
stitute a General Presbytery of the General Council 

The interests of the fellowship are managed by the 
Executive Presbytery, a board consisting of eight 
resident executives and four nonresident executives. 
The eight resident executives actively direct the 
fifteen headquarters’ departments. 

The present general officers of the Assemblies of 
God are, R. M. Riggs, General Superintendent; G. F. 
Lewis, J. O. Savell, Bert Webb and T. F. Zimmerman, 
Assistant General Superintendents; J. Roswell Flower, 





R. M. RIGGS, General Superintendent, 
General Council of the Assemblies of God 


General Secretary; Atwood Foster, General Treasurer; 
and Noel Perkin, Foreign Missions Secretary. 

There are ten Assemblies of God Bible Institutes 
and Colleges in the United States with a combined 
enrollment of more than 2,500 students. Two of the 
schools, Central Bible Institute and Evangel College, 
are located in the headquarters city of Springfield, 
Missouri. 

Other ministries are also enjoying the blessing of 
the Lord, such as the National Children’s Home, Hot 
Springs, Arkansas, and the home for retired ministers 
and missionaries at Pinellas Park, Florida. Revival- 
time, the radio voice of the Assemblies of God, is 
heard every Sunday night on 335 stations of the 
American Broadcasting Company network. 





SPACE SATELLITES AND THE TOWER OF BABEL 
(Continued from page 5) 


rebellious arrogance of a created being by casting 
him out of heaven and will eventually cast him into 
the lake of fire. This judgment caused the chaos 
that enveloped the preadamic earth. When mother 
Eve and father Adam tried by self-willed disobedience 
to ascend above their God-ordained sphere of exist- 
ence into the sphere of God’s wisdom, it brought 
their fall and the ruin of the race.- 

When the men on the plains of Shinar aspired to 
reach into God’s heaven by their own self-willed 
efforts, God sent them confusion of language and 
scattered them over the earth. Now, in the end of 
this age when all the signs point to the imminent 
fulfillment of God’s promise to transport His saints 
through space by His mighty power, men have risen 
up and loudly boasted that they will travel in space 
from planet to planet by their own power and 
ingenuity. 

The following statement of an eminent rocket 
scientist recently appeared in the Associated Press: 
“We can have manned space flight in ten to fifteen 
years. Conquest of space means that man can utilize 
space; can be free to come and go in it as he 
wished; to reign in it at his will.” If God heard the 
utterances of the primitive men on the plains of 
Shinar and was displeased with their boasting that 
their pile of mud might reach unto heaven, we may 
be assured that God takes note of the arrogant boast- 
ing of men today that they will reign in the heavens. 
God even has a group of angels reserved in chains 
because they kept not their first estate, but left their 
own habitation (Jude 1:6). 

The advent of the Sputniks and Explorer are not 
specifically mentioned in prophecy, but our present 
age that has produced them is foretold. “Many shall 
run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased,” 
Daniel 12:4. “. .. None of the wicked shall understand; 
but the wise shall understand,” Daniel 12:10. Men claim 
that the “beep beep” and electrical clickings of 
Sputnik and Explorer are-telling them secrets about 
cosmic rays, meteorites, and outer space temperature. 
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The Sputniks and Explorer are visible exhibitions 
of the spirit of this generation; a generation that 
proposes to live their individual lives without God, to 
rule the world without God, and now, to occupy the 
heavens without God. In every past instance, when 
created beings attempted to ascend above their God- 
ordained sphere of existence, God brought about a 
change of the existing order. According to the Scrip- 
tures, that is what is in store for this generation. 

What Sputnik and Explorer are really telling those 
who understand is that we are in the end of an 
age and the present world order will soon undergo a 
complete change. This change will be brought about 
by the second coming of the Son of God. What 
Sputnik and Explorer are saying to men by implication, 
or what they would be able to say as they pass each 
other in their orbits if they were endued with in- 
telligence and the knowledge of the truth, is: “Jesus 
is soon coming! Jesus is soon coming! The Kingdom 
of heaven is nigh at hand.” 


as” 


THE CHURCH OF GOD 
(Continued from page 7) 


Lee College President, R. L. Platt; Business Manager, 
E. C. Thomas; and Orphanage Superintendent, Cecil 
Bridges. 

The work of each state is supervised by a state 
overseer. Each state has an annual camp meeting 
and state convention, and each state is divided into 
districts. 

The Church of God is optimistic about its future 
and that of the Pentecostal faith. At the 1956 Assem- 
bly several measures were passed that are indicative 
of our recognition, of our responsibility to our day. 
A committee of evangelism was named to accelerate 
the evangelistic interest of the church and to pave 
the way for a department of evangelism. A similar 
music committee was named. A national radio pro- 
gram was authorized and other measures to expedite 
speeding the Word by way of the printed page. 


ACCIDENTS AND CHANCES 


(Continued from page 3) 


it wasn’t. You see, the Man who needed the beast was 
Jesus and His followers were His disciples, whom Jesus 
had told they would find the animal just where they 
did and that its owner would be willing for Him to use 
it (Matthew 21:2, 3). It was no accident at all, for the 
power of God had arranged it. 


MucH LONGER AGO than these things, 
the Persians passed a law that all the Jews in that 
kingdom were to be killed. This was tragic news for 
the Jews and there was much grief in every heart. 
Just when it seemed there was no way for the Jews 
to escape death, it developed that the very queen of 
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Persia was Jewish herself. It was by her intervention 
that means of protection were provided for her people. 
Now a long line of so-called “accidents” led to her 
being queen of Persia at that particular time. First, 
there was the “accident” of the former queen falling 
into disfavor when she humiliated the king. That 
certainly seemed to be accidental. Then came the 
“chance” by which Esther was chosen the most beau- 
tiful girl in her community—for she might just as 
easily have been very ugly instead of pretty! Then 
came the “chance” by which she was selected from 
among many beautiful girls as the one most desirable 
to the king—for he could have admired another type 
of girl just as easily as he did Esther’s type. While 
many of the Jews were possibly grateful for so for- 
tunate an “accident,” Esther’s kinsman and guardian, 
Mordecai, realized that his beautiful ward had ‘‘come ° 
to the kingdom for such a time as this.” There was 
no accident involved, but God had brought about this 
means of protecting His people. 


At still an earlier period in Jewish history, a severe 
famine gripped the land and food was to be found 
nowhere. Fortunately, however, the Pharaoh of Egypt 
had preserved corn to feed the Egyptians and the peo- 
ple in the famine-stricken regions. He saved all this 
grain because of the suggestion of Joseph, a Jewish 
youth, who happened to be in Egypt quite by “acci- 
dent.” Even though he was in Egypt, he would not have 
met the Pharaoh if it had not been that the ruler’s 
steward had “accidentally” forgotten to effect the re- 
lease of Joseph from prison. Why was Joseph in 
prison? Well, it so happened that the wife of a great 
man told a lie on the young man which caused him 
to be put in prison. Joseph had gone to Egypt in the 
first place quite by “chance,” for, you see, his 
brothers happened to dislike him so much that they 
sold him to slave dealers who happened to be going to 
Egypt, and happened to sell him into the home where 
this unscrupulous woman caused his imprisonment. 
Notice the long series of so called accidents: (1) He 
was disliked by his brothers; (2) He was sold into 
slavery instead of being killed by his brothers; (3) The 
slave dealers were going to Egypt instead of Babylon, 
or some other place; (4) The wife of his master lied 
about his character; (5) In prison, he happened to 
interpret the dreams of Pharaoh’s butler and baker; 
and (6) The butler happened to forget his promise to 
have Joseph released. Thus it worked out perfectly for 
the butler to speak to Pharaoh about Joseph, and for 
Joseph to be available, at the exact moment he was 
needed. All these “accidents” brought about the pre- 
servation of Egyptians and the children of Israel. 
Joseph realized that nothing that had happened had 
been an accident, but that all of it was the plan of 
God. He told his brothers that “God did send me be- 
fore you to preserve life, so it was not you that sent 
me hither, but God.” 


Accidents and chances may occur to you, and they 
may change the course of your life. But wait! Think 
a minute. It may be pleasant, or it may be un- 
pleasant; it may be an accident, or it may be a 
chance—but remember that it could be God. 

















Praises God for His Goodness 


BRADENTON, Fla—I want to 
thank God for healing my baby. I 
have influenza and I told the Lord 
if He would heal me I would testify 
for my healing. I thank God for 
healing my husband of influenza 
also. I thank God for saving me, 
sanctifying me and filling me with 
the Holy Ghost —Louise Gilley 


God Answers Prayer 
by Healing 

CLARENDON, Jamaica, B.W.I.— 
Greetings in Jesus’ name for 1958. 
I praise the Lord for sparing me 
to see this new year. 

A woman was going to the doctor 
and fell ill by the way and stopped 
at my home. I told the Lord if 
He would heal her I would put it 
in the Evangel. The Lord answered 
my prayer by healing her. Kindl 
pray that I may be faithful until 
He comes or calls for me. 

—Mrs. L. A. Wright 


Praises God for His 
Healing Power 


GREENSBORO, N. C.—I want to 
send in a note of praise to God for 
His great healing power. He healed 
my son when he was in the hospital 
in November. He was so bad they 
called us to the hospital on Satur- 
day morning, but that evening he 

ot better and was able to come 
ome the next day. God has healed 
our children so many times and 
we thank with our whole 
heart, mind and body. Praise 
His dear name for His merciful 
love unto us! Pray for us that we 

will always stand true to Him. 
—Mrs. David Dollinger 


Child Healed After Burns 


BIRMINGHAM, Ala.—I want to 
raise God for healing our little 
hree-year-old daughter. As we 
were preparing to go to church one 
evening, she fell on the floor fur- 
nace. It was very hot and she 
burned her arm from her hand to 
the edge of her sleeve above her 
elbow. My husband and I started 


praying for her. and in just a very 
short time she stopped crying. We 
went on to church and she didn’t 
say anyt. else about her arm 
hurting. God healed her. About a 
month after that we were fixing 
to go to Sunday School and she 
fell on it again, this time burning 
her leg below her knee and above 
her knee all the way up to her 
hip. Some places looked almost as 
if they had been cut with a knife. 
We were — for her all the 
time but she kept crying. We start- 
ed on to the church but she was 
hurting so bad she couldn’t be still. 
I said, “Lord, if You will heal her 
I will write to the Evangel and 
testify to Your healing power.” In 
just a minute or two she stopped 
crying and never said any more 
about it. It’s wonderful what God 
can do and will do. I know God 
healed her both times for we didn’t 
put anything on it. Pray for us 
that we will always be in the center 
of God’s will. —Mrs. Mason Willis 


Father Saved and Healed 


NASSAU, Bahamas—I do want to 
give praise to God for the marvel- 
ous way He has heard and an- 
swered prayer. 

For over thirteen years my fami- 
ly had been praying for the sal- 
vation of my father, who was the 
only member who had not yet ac- 
cepted Christ. Although he was a 
very good person morally and never 
hindered us from going to church, 
it seemed he did not feel his need 
of the Lord. He always would tell 
us that sometime he would be a 
Christian but not just yet. 

In April, 1957, I received a letter 
from home which stated that after 
an examination at the hospital the 
doctors had found that he had 
cancer. An immediate operation 
was necessary. Within a few weeks 
my big, healthy, robust daddy lost 
about 30 pounds. We held on in 
prayer, in faith believing that God 
tng going to do something in his 

e. 


In August I made a trip home. 
When I reached home I found that 
my daddy was quite ready to ac- 
cept the Lord into his heart and 
life. It was wonderful, after 13 
years of praying, to see him accept 
the Lord. Before returning to Nas- 


sau we had prayer for his body. 
A few days later he had his check- 
up and to the surprise of his doc- 
tor, there was no sign of the can- 
cer. Although he had told my fami- 
ly that daddy was so ill he would 
never be able to work again, he 
has now told him that he can go 
back to work. 
It pays to keep on praying. It is 
marvelous what prayer can do! 
—Mrs. O. H. Wolff 
Missionary to the Bahama Islands 
** * 














Pray for me to be healed of a 
hurting in my body. 

—A sister in Christ 

Gadsden, Alabama 


Pray for me to be healed, I am 
not able to work. —Delthia Phillips 
Asheville, North Carolina 


Pray for my mother and me to 
be healed, and our loved ones to 
be saved. —Mrs. Verna Pehen 

Ravia, Oklahoma 


Pray for a lady from California 
to be healed and saved. 


Pray that we will be able to 
organize a Church of God in Hot 
Springs, Arkansas. 

—Nadyne Clouse 
Hot Springs, Arkansas 


Pray for my daughter, husband 
and friend to be healed, my chil- 
dren and loved ones to be saved, 
and for an unspoken request. 

—Mrs. Alice Hayward 
Hazlehurst, Georgia 


Pray for Mrs. Taft Ogden, who 
is very sick. —Mrs. Frank Murray 
Middlesex, North Carolina 


Pray that I will find the path 


back to God. I am an unsaved 
mother. (Name withheld) 
Pray 


for an unspoken requést 
that is-very urgent. R. Tyre 
Savannah, Georgia 
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Lady 72 Years Old Feels 
Almost Young as Ever 


ROANOKE, Ala—‘“To him that 
overcometh will I give to eat of the 
tree of life, which is in the midst 
of the paradise of God.” Jesus is 
that tree of life that we eat of 
and if we eat of Him every day 
and live in His presence we have 
that lovely sweet peace of God in 
the paradise of rest and content- 
ment. Paradise is a place of peace 
and rest right here in this life. We 
have that joy and love, peace and 
rest in both soul and body. I have 
traveled this pilgrim road 61 years 
and I find the paradise of rest in 
Jesus by spending much time in 
prayer, shedding tears, fasting and 
reading the good Word of God. I 
find in the Bible a garden enclosed 
with pleasant fruit and springs of 
living water, a fountain sealed, a 
fountain of gardens, a well of wa- 
ter and streams of joy. Everyone 
has not found this wonderful path- 
way that Jesus planned for us. He 
said just a few would be able to 
find it. Only the pure in heart and 
the humble can walk in this path, 
but oh, those who do find it, en- 
joy the blessings of eating of the 
fruit of the garden and drinking 
of the wells of salvation that we 
have. Life is just what we make it. 
Heaven is a place of rest, and we 
can have that same rest in our 
hearts and lives here on earth. 
Peace and joy come from within 
as we make others happy and put 
joy in their lives. 


God has blessed me with this 
great peace. They who love the law 
of God have great peace. Another 
year has gone and folded away 
with the years that we have lived 
here on earth with the deeds that 
we have done. Every idle word that 
men speak will have to be account- 
ed for, and we shall receive a re- 
ward whether good or evil. We shall 
give accout to God in that day. 


God has been so good to me to 
let me live a long life. I will soon 
be 72. I feel almost as young as 
ever. I can eat anything I want; 
I sleep well and my health is fairly 
age I have spent much of my 
ime praying and praising God as 
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the days have gone by. My success 
has been in praying and praising 
the Lord. They that offer up praise 
unto God glorify Him. The pure 
in heart and the humble are the 
ones who will get to heaven. I would 
not give up my title to that future 
home above for all the shining 
gold and silver of ten thousand 
worlds like this. I had rather bear 
afflictions, be a hated pilgrim here 
and live out this life alone with 
Jesus and obtain a home up there. 

—Mrs. S. F. Bowen 


“He Supplies All of My Needs” 


KINGS MOUNTAIN, N.C.—I want 
to send my testimony to thank and 
praise my blessed Saviour for His 
many blessings to me; for saving 
me, sanctifying me and baptizing 
me with the Holy Ghost. These 
blessings seem to grow sweeter as 
I journey on toward heaven. I will 
<P give Christ His place in my 
heart and in our home. I will do 
my part to make our home a hap- 
| ong of work, love and worship. 
yp is the kind of person I want 
to be that my life might be a bless- 
ing to my husband, our children 
and to the people around me. When 
misunderstandings come I will be 

uick to forgive and ask forgiveness 
that our love may be renewed 
again. I will look upon this life as 
only a part of God’s great plan 
for me. 

I feel very humble when I think 
of the goodness of God toward me. 
I know beyond a shadow of doubt 
that Jesus will walk with me as 
as I trust and believe in Him 
and obey His voice. I will do my 
part toward loyal church mem- 
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bership and attending every serv- 
ice and paying my tithes and of- 
ferings. Oh, the great blessing I 
ot when the Lord opened my eyes 
this verse of Malachi 3:10, 
“Bring ye all the tithes into the 
storehouse, that there may be meat 
in mine house, and prove me now 
herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, 
if I will not open you the windows 
of heaven, and pour you out a 
blessing, that there shall not be 

room enough to receive it.” 
I used to think when God said 
He would open the windows of 
heaven and pour out a blessing, it 
meant a great shout. Thank God 
for opening my eyes and showing 
me all the many, many blessings 
with which He has blessed me. He 
answers my prayers and takes care 
of everything; He — all of 
my needs. He said, “Cast all your 
care upon him, for he careth for 
ou.” If the cares did not test and 
ry us, there would be no need of 
that promise. I want to thank Him 
for His healing power. The Lord 
means more to me than I can ever 
tell. Pray that God will save my 
family and give me a home of 
prayer in the beauty of holiness. 
—Mrs. L. H. Bullock 


Trusts God With Every 
Sickness 


ALMA, Ga.—I enjoy the Evangel 
more than anyone can tell. I would 
not be without it. 

Praise the good Lord for His 
healing power. I have been a mem- 
ber of the Church of God in Alma, 
Georgia, for almost eight years, 
and I’m still strong. I know God 
won’t fail us; only trust Him and 
He will see us through. I have had 
many illnesses and I still believe 
God and depend on Him for my 
healing. Many times God tries us 
with many things to see if we will 
stand. You know God said He is 
coming for His tried people, and 
I do want to be ready. I love Jesus 
best of all. I enjoy hearing that 
old sweet song that the Church of 
God people sing, “He’ll See You 
Through.” Yes, I believe that with 
all my heart; He will see us through 
if we only believe Him. Pray for 
me that I'll always do His will. 
Bless His great name. 

—Sister Fannie Crosby 
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® © family devotions 


MRS. RUTH WILLIAMS, Fresno, California 


Our Quest for Strength 


Monday, April 14 


Psalm 27:1, “The Lord is my light 
and my salvation; whom shall I 
fear? the Lord is the strength 
of my life; of whom shall I be 
afraid?” 

We live in a world that is on a 
continuous quest in every profes- 
sion known to mankind. They need 
strong men in scientific and gov- 
ernmental fields and any candidate 
is judged according to his strength 
among the people. As families we 
are not too interested in these cir- 
cles of life, but our need for strong 
leaders of spiritual greatness is ur- 
gent, and training for true leader- 
ship always begins at the knees of 
Christian parents. It is not enough 
to be just a Christian, but each 
member of the family must be a 
growing Christian. We must grow 
in grace, compassion, kindness, 
mercy, and forgiveness, for only the 
growing Christian is productive for 
God. Children are sometimes told 
that growing up is a hard process 
and indeed it is, for failure, bring- 
ing heartache and disillusionment, 
seems to occur more than success. 
But wait, if yesterday was disap- 
pointing; per ~ 94 you only forgot 
to realize wherein your success will 
lie! Quote the Scripture above, “The 
Lord is the strength of my life; 
of whom shall I be afraid?” It takes 
only believing and accepting every 
word to become a tower of strength 
that the world will lean upon! 


Sing “Leaning on the Everlasting 
Arms,” joining in prayer. 


Tuesday, April 15 


Proverbs 31:26, “She openeth her 
mouth with wisdom; and in her 
tongue is the law of kindness.” 
Today’s Scripture gives a beauti- 

ful picture of many mothers; cer- 

tainly all parents who are strong 
spiritually have the law of kind- 
ness within. We are prone to think 
that strength always denotes pow- 
er, or ene | able to do things better 
than another, but that is not al- 
ways true. Strength is being able 
to give a soft answer to a grievous 
uestion, to do good to those who 
despitefully use you and to turn 
the other cheek to the enemy who 
has maligned your character. To 
answer the tirade, giving “as good 
as they send,” only releases our 


empty souls and brings salvation 
to none. The law of kindness is 
strength itself, for it is always giv- 
ing, never seeking! Just as Christ 
set the example by telling the 
crowd, “You who are without sin 
cast the first stone,’ so must that 
be applied in our thoughts and 
actions. The law of kindness makes 
the stone drop feebly to the ground 
and your feet take you to the of- 
fender—in love and tender mercy. 
Any family using the “law of kind- 
ness” as their rule will send forth 
stalwart men and women equipped 
to fight a ae battle, bringing 
many sheaves with them. 


In prayer, ask God to make “the 
law of kindness” become part of 
you. 


Wednesday, April 16 


Matthew 6:14, “For if ye forgive 
men their tres es, your heav- 
enly Father will also forgive you.” 
To be able to forgive completely 

sometimes proves the greatest test 

of our spiritual strength, for with- 
out true forgiveness there is no 
strength! An unforgiving spirit is 
like a malignancy that slowly but 
surely eats away your life; unless 
the thing is removed at the root, 
there is no hope of recovery. Skill- 
ful physicians remove all apparent 
traces of the disease, but in another 
section of the body the germ stirs 
and lives. It is fatal to hold within 
our hearts any trace of hatred or 
malice toward our brother and sis- 
ter, whether they be of family ties 
or spiritual kinship. An unforgiv- 
ing spirit roots out fairness or 
mercy to the other person, making 
our eyes blind, our ears deaf and 
our souls warped and torn. To grow 
for God means that our hearts 
must be in a condition conducive 
to growth, un-:luttered, swept and 
garnished with love toward all, and 
malice toward none. It takes real 
spiritual strength to forgive—for 
occasionally there come times when 
we are wronged. Being mistreated, 
however, is of no importance; for- 
giving and forgetting—that is to be 

Christlike! To be strong means 

daily forgiveness, for as we forgive 

others, our heavenly Father for- 
ves us. To Him we give thanks 
or these gracious blessings! 


Kneel, searching your heart, for- 
giving as you have been forgiven. 





Thursday, April 17 


Psalm 86:15, “But thou, O Lord, art 
a God full of compassion, and 
gracious, longsuffering, and plen- 
teous in mercy and truth.” 
Taking our Scripture as our 

guide, let us examine our past deeds 
to see if we! were full of com- 
passion and Christian love. At times 
our loved ones err, but our judg- 
ment of them must be “plentous 
in mercy and truth,” lest we, too, 
are overtaken in a fault. Our Lord 
not only possessed these attributes 
of greatness, He was full of them. 
Being full, His life overflowed, 
transforming the world from that 
moment until this hour! To be full 
of compassion means to enfold in 
one’s arms, where safety and hope 
abide. Gracious longsuffering is se- 
rene, patient waiting on God, 
though things appear hopeless to 
the natural eye. To be plenteous 
in mercy and truth is to love the 
transgressor above their human 
failures, lifting them to a level that 
will lead to eternal life. All of this 
takes strength from above, and 
may we as families who belong to 
the greatest kingdom in the world, 
hold aloft this banner, for in so 
doing we are lifted up! 


Sing “Stand up for Jesus.” As 
you stand, pray for a _ greater 
understanding of others. 


Friday, April 18 


John 4:23, “But the hour cometh, 
and now is, when the true wor- 
shippers shall worship the Father 
in spirit and in truth: for the 
rh are seeketh such to worship 

m.” 

These words were spoken by our 
Master to an audience of one, un- 
der the blue heavens without the 
accompaniment of beautiful sing- 
ing or soft organ tones. His listener 
was a woman who received His 
message and ran to the village 
crying, “Come, see a man, which 
told me all things that ever I did: 
is not this the Christ?” She wor- 
shipped at His feet and then went 
to tell the world of His greatness. 
Christians are crying aloud today 
for true worship, and that worship 
must first begin in the home. Rev- 
erence at the family altar produces 
respect and reverence on the street, 
at church or in a crowd. One of 
our greatest een is our 
thinking of what constitutes true 
worship. To some it becomes only 
the shout, to others a time to cry; 
to many the quiet spirit of adora- 
tion to God is the only real wor- 
ship. What we must realize is that 
it takes all of this. We weep over 
the unsaved; we shout after the 
sinner has reached Calvary. The 
quiet.times alone with God are an 
one thee must; we cannot do with- 
out them. True worship will make 
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the weak strong and the strong 
powerful. God grant that we see 
this and come to it universally. 

A prayer of thoughts, while 
kneeling, is good before joining in 
concert prayer. 


Saturday, April 19 


Romans 12:1, “I beseech you there- 

fore, brethren, by the mercies of 
God, that ye present your bodies 
a living sacrifice, ho y accept- 
able unto God, which is your 
reasonable service.” 

The week is about over and in 
asking for strength we have sought 
to be kind, to forgive our trespass- 
ers, to exhibit compassion, to be 
gracious, longsuffering, and plen- 
teous in mercy and truth; we have 
asked for guidance in our worship. 
Today we seek strength for service. 
We can possess all these qualifica- 
tions and live above reproach, but 
if we do not present our bodies a 
living sacrifice, we fail in our call- 
ing. The call for service is to every 
Christian, from the smallest tot to 
the oldest grandparents. Many fail 
God gs Rage oo hat only the min- 
istry called to serve. We, too, 
have a job to accomplish; we also 
must be about the Father’s busi- 
ness. As a family unit we realize 
that it takes organization and co- 
operation for daily life to be suc- 
cessful and good; that same fact 
is true in the realm of Christianity. 
As parents we give a lifetime of 
service for our family, joyfully and 
gladly, just as our heavenly Father 
gave His Son for our redemption. 
Our answer must be full and com- 
plete, for when we have given all, 
we have only done that which is 
reasonable. A giving family is a 
family of spiritual strength, and 
that is the Christian’s reply to a 
needy world. 

Since there is no school, ask the 
_— ones to sing and lead prayer- 

e. 
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Devotions for two weeks are printed in this issue because the “Mace- 
donian Call” issue appears next week. 
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family devotions 





By MRS. RUTH WILLIAMS, Fresno, California 


I WILL KNOW HIM 


Monday, April 21 
Scripture, Isaiah 43:10 


In the Florida camp — a 
few years ago, I stood with two 
other ministers’ wives and sang, “I 
shall know Him, I shall know Him, 
as redeemed by His side I shall 
stand. I shall know Him, I shall 
know Him, by the prints of the 
nails in His hands.” Tears flowed 
freely and we were touched by the 
wonder of His blessings. Greater 
rejoicing came later, however, aft- 
er all had retired and I longed for 
sleep. The song rang in my heart 
and I wanted to add these words, 
“I will know Him,” for I realized 
that I must first know Him here 
before I could know Him there. 
Knowing Him in His joy is not 
enough, for we must go down the 
path of suffering and shame that 
He traveled to appreciate what He 
has done for us. 

As a family on this first 5 
the week, let us remember 
first in His youth, at the Temple 
confounding the scholars of that 
day; as a young man in prepara- 
tion and meditation; then, as He 
emerged to begin His work, the like 
of which this world had never seen! 
He was homeless, hungry, and cold. 
He was spit upon, reviled, and 
whipped. He finally gave His life 
on Calvary. But what glory and 
joy has poured forth from that 
short life of agony! Yes, each of 
us must know Him, and while we 
refer the easy way instead of 
ravail, His method of making us 
pure gold is by suffering and trial. 
May we join in saying, “I will know 
Him” here, so that I shall be able 
to stand—redeemed, by His side, 
over there. 


Pray in concert, joining hands 


together at the close in a family 
effort to know Him better. 


I WILL SEEK HIM 


Tuesday, April 22 
Scripture, Psalm 42:1 

It would be impossible to know 
Him and love Him without earnest- 
ly seeking Him. The two just go 
together and become related ac- 
tions. The only way to find the 
communion necessary to a mature 


Christian is to seek with a fierce 
hunger. to know Him daily. This 
Scripture became a reality to me 
on our first trip across the burning 
desert a few years ago. We crossed 
Death Valley with the temperature 


over the hundred mark. Hot, dry - 


winds scorched us and no relief 
could be found anywhere. Stop- 
ping at a lonely service station, we 
purchased a small glass of ice, 
which gave a spies cage 8 lift to the 
entire family. Surely the Psalmist 
must have experienced something 
similar in his lifetime, giving us to- 
day a true picture of how we must 
pant to know Him, so that others 
may see and desire to know Him, 
too! A water brook is a cool, clear 
stream, serene and beautiful, flow- 
ing to its destination. That is just 
what knowing Him produces in our 
lives. We become a steady stream 
of healing water that overflows 
upon a parched world—bringing 
hope and abundant life. Seeking 
God is a rare privilege. By so doing 
= save ourselves and those we 
ove. 


Have a discussion on how we 
should seek Him, followed by 
prayer. 


I WILL LOVE HIM 


Wednesday, April 23 
Scripture, Matthew 22:37 

In a world of selfishness and 
greed, true love is indeed a beau- 
tiful thing to see. Its radiance gives 
off a special light, setting apart 
the individuals touched. Parents 
love their children; they show this 
in their actions, from the day of 
birth until their death. Years are 
spent in giving them loving care 
and providing material needs. It 
would be unthinkable to say we 
loved our children and then not 
serve them; yet, this is so true in 
our interpretation of how we love 
our heavenly Father. To say mere 
words is insufficient; we must take 
this first great commandment and 
offer to a “giving, active, liv- 
ing love,” for nothing less will do. 
I will means that we have taken 
action and done something about 
it, and that must be true of every 
Christian. Just doing our duty alone 
is not enough. When the soldier 
- above and beyond the call of 
uty, he receives a medal for meri- 























torious service. To love the lovable 
is not enough, for that is natural 
and requires no effort; but to love 


the unlovable is godly, giving love, 
and this comes only by loving Him 
with all your heart, soul, and 


strength. He loved us ere we knew 
Him—so much so that He gave His 
= "aaa us. Can we afford to do 
ess 


Have one member of the family 
sing “The Love of God,” praying 
as one unit for abundant love. 


I WILL FOLLOW HIM 


Thursday, April 24 
Scripture, Luke 9:57 

Knowing Christ should make it 
easy to follow Him, but there are 
many who do not want to cross 
the mountains and oceans; they 
only want to follow afar off! Evi- 
dence of this is found at home 
and in our churches. We preach 
so much on the evils of the world 
and it is wise to beware of them, 
but the sin of following afar off 
is also great, for we are lulled to 
sleep in our lukewarm condition. 
Rules in the home cannot be fol- 
lowed halfheartedly, they must be 
enforced or the child loses his re- 
spect and reverence for his parents. 
By obeying these rules, the young- 
ster grows up to become a dis- 
ciplined, well-mannered adult who 
respects the laws of man and God 
and obeys them. So, to follow be- 
comes a matter of utmost impor- 
tance, from the day we enter the 
world until we die. Following Jesus 
brings joy, peace and the blessings 
of seeing sinners find salvation. 
It also carries times of suffering 
and pain, but by suffe with 
Him, we shall also reign with Him 
thanks be to God! Yes, you will 
know Him by following—close in 
a footsteps, with your hand in 


Parents could lead this prayer, 
asking for strength to lead the 
family aright. 


I WILL LIVE FOR HIM 


Friday, April 25 
Scripture, Galatians 2:20 

It is a brave, heroic thing to be 
a martyr for the sake of the gos- 
pel. The poues of history are filled 
with examples that set our hearts 
aflame with their fervor and cour- 
age. As parents we must bequeath 
this heritage to our children while 
we live, reading to them daily of 
the pioneers during the early years 
of the Church, right to our own 
history of the Church of God. Their 
lives cause us to realize what it 
means to die for Christ. We live in 
a day when men give their lives— 


living for Him, for the strain and 
burden of a lost world become too 
much and they go to an early 
grave. Therefore, it is important 
that we instill in each heart the 
wonder of being able to live for 
God! It is the greatest task that 
we shall ever undertake, for the 
eternal destiny of man depends up- 
on how you and I live for . This 
world will someday crumble and 
fall. The exploits of man will die 
with it, but the life lived for God 
will never die; it will shine 
throughout the aeons of eternity. 
Seeking fame and worldly accom- 
plishment is futile, laying up a 
fortune is folly, for the only a 
we take with you when you mee 
he Master is the life you have 
lived! May God give to you the 
blessing of a truly wealthy person, 
for the souls you win for Him 
constitute the treasure you lay at 
His feet. 


Sing the chorus “Lord, Lay Some 
Soul Upon My Heart,” praying for 
grace to live a victorious life. 


I WILL WAIT UPON HIM 


Saturday, April 26 
Scripture, Psalm 46:10 


The month has slipped away, our 
time for devotion with you is gone, 
but on this last morning we give 
to you one of the most blessed com- 
mandments in the Bible. In a world 
of chaos and frustration those 
words fall like beautiful music. Be 
still; those are words that com- 
mand and yet soothe us, for the 
very act of being still and know- 
ing God will restore peace and san- 
ity to a harassed mind. One of 
the greatest lessons of my lifetime 
was given to me by my old Bap- 
tist grandfather. He was nearing 
the end of life, having reached the 
age of 86, and was still a working 
man without personal property or 
any assurance of a sustaining in- 
come. It distressed me and I asked 
him his plans for the future. He 

ently smiled and answered, “My 
uture is in God’s hands, I'll just 
wait on Him.” I walked away, 
moved by his inner security and 
true go ess. He left this world 
a few weeks ago, without illness or 
pain, and I am sure he is now 
waiting for us who remain only to 
be s and know that God rules, 
leaving no place for fear and 
doubt. 


It is comparatively simple to rush 
around; it takes no planning and 
you will soon discover that you’re 
very busy—going nowhere. It does 
take courage and Christian forti- 
tude to wait on God when every 
os epg avenue of escape is 
closed. Trying to solve our prob- 
lems alone makes weak, weary 
Christians, but they that wait on 


the Lord arise with Isaiah and 
“mount up with wings as eagles; 
they shall run, and not be weary; 
and they shall walk, and not faint” 
(Isaiah 40:31). God still speaks in 
a still, small voice; only when you 
wait will you be able hear His 
words. I know of no better objec- 
tive for our children to seek, for 
in hearing His voice we really 
know and love Him. 


Since there is no school today, 
you have time to let the children 
lead the devotion, bringing a bless- 
ing to all. 








THE EVANGEL READER 
compiled and edited 
by Charles .W. Conn 
The Evangel Reader is a compila- 
tion of articles and statements by 
more than 100 authors which have 


appeared in the Church of God 
Evangel during the past 48 years. 
The Evangel Reader— 

@ represents 48 years of Pentecostal 

literature. 

@ gives firsthand view of the Pen- 
tecostal revival. 
presents glowing stories of faith, 
—- and victory over obstacles 
contains sermonic and inspiration- 
al material. 
is annotated with editorial intro- 
duction and explanatory notes. 
has been beautifully clothbound 
with a three-color dust cover. 
sells regularly at $2.95; introduc- 
tory offer of only $2.50. 


Mail Today for Special 
Introductory Offer! 
Church of God Publishing House 
Sacet tate 
Gentlemen: 


Please send me ________ copy (ies) of The 
Evangel Reader at the special introdut- 
5 A of only $2.50 (Regularly 


Name 
Address 
City 








- State 
ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY! 
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A GRADUATE DESERVES.... 
the GIFT with a FUTURE 


REMINGTON 
OJeied vnther 


The Portable Typewriter with the ad- 
vanced design, and most modern features 
that make ALL kinds of writing chores a 
pleasure. 


The gift with a future! Whether it’s college or a first 
job the Remington Quiet-riter always produces neat, 
compact, and legible work that helps arrange the facts. 
And typewritten work demands greater respect and at- 
tention, too. 


Exclusive Features: “Miracle Tab,” Super-strength Frame, Larger Sized Paper Cylinder, Simplified Rib- 
bon Changer, “Full” 44-key 88-character keyboard. 

Choose from 4 attractive Decorator Colors—Desert Sage, Mist Green, White Sand and French Gray. 
INCLUDES the handsome luggage style carrying case, and an easy-to-learn touch typing booklet. 
ONLY $1.50 A WEEK after $5.00 down payment total cost $133.95 plus tax. 





CHURCH OF GOD PUBLISHING HOUSE 
922 Montgomery Avenue Name 
Cleveland Tennessee 

I am interested in the new Remington Quiet- Address 
riter at the terms listed above. Please send me 
the necessary deferred payment agreement to City 
complete. I will return these completed con- 
tracts along with a down payment of $5.00. State 





























